
Scituate Public Schools is excited to announce the hiring of
Jamele Adams as the Director of Diversity, Equity and
Inclusion (DEI). Adams has served as Dean of Students at
Brandeis University in Waltham since 2005. Mr. Adams has
a long association with numerous schools throughout
Massachusetts, including Scituate, as a consultant and
leader of DEI workshops, professional development, and
community forums. He began his career as Director of
Jeter’s Leaders, a New York City youth development
organization founded by New York Yankees Derek Jeter.
Adams expressed excitement for his new role, saying, “I
enjoyed meeting students and staff. Everyone was so
welcoming and I can’t wait to take this new journey
together. I look forward to working in Scituate during this
historical time for learning.”

Scituate Public Schools
Scituate, MA

A hiring committee comprised of administrators, teachers, students, and community
members selected Adams from a pool of over 30 candidates to be the first ever
Director of DEI. Superintendent Bill Burkhead stated that this new role “will support the
overall vision of the school district to ensure that policies and practice enable staff and
students to interact in a culturally diverse environment in which students’ backgrounds,
identities, strengths, and challenges are respected.” Burkhead believes that creating an
equitable, safe, and thriving school community is everyone’s responsibility, and the DEI
Director is one piece of the larger puzzle to accomplish this for Scituate. “Mr. Adams’
approach of love, inclusion, and trust mirrors my own belief that we treat each child as
though they were our own, with respect and high expectations.”

METCO Director and DEI hiring committee co- chair Michelle Crawford said the
committee was impressed with the community Freedom Teams Adams had developed
in Natick, Waltham, Hopkinton, and Franklin, as well as his prior work with Scituate
Public Schools. She noted that the committee felt his “always ‘we’, never ‘me’' approach
to community building was what was needed at this moment in time. They appreciated
Adams’ ability to put theory into practice, particularly in his work with marginalized
students. As the sole finalist for the role, a community forum to meet Adams took place
on March 24th where feedback was overwhelmingly positive. Superintendent Burkhead
noted gratitude for the school committee’s support of the new position, as well as the
work of the hiring committee in identifying a top-notch candidate.

April 13, 2021

Scituate Public Schools Selects Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion



Scituate Public Schools
Scituate, MA

Scituate Public Schools is pleased to announce it has received a $5,000 grant from the
Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism. This will provide funding for iPads and apps for
reading and math for students with autism. Scituate Special Education Director Michele
Boebert expressed appreciation for the Flutie Foundation’s support saying, “We are 
 extremely grateful to the Flutie Foundation for providing funding for technology for our
students with autism. We will be using funds to buy i-Pads and communication and
learning applications to help our students with autism generalize their skills across
settings-- at school, home and in the community.” 

Superintendent Bill Burkhead said that the Flutie Foundation’s support would help the
school system in its mission to be inclusive for all, and to meet the needs of students
who face unique challenges on their educational journey. “This generous grant helps us
to further connect with and teach young people experiencing autism and other
spectrum disorders in an effective and relevant manner. We are most grateful.”

“The Flutie Foundation’s Allison Keller Education Technology Grants help our partner
agencies address a variety of significant needs in the autism community, especially in
light of coronavirus repercussions,” says Nick Savarese, Executive Director of The Doug
Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism. “Programs like Scituate Public Schools are helping
people on the autism spectrum live life to the fullest and we are proud to support their
efforts.”

The Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism, based in Framingham, MA, awards grants
annually through a competitive application and review process. The Allison Keller
Technology Education grants that the Flutie Foundation distributed this year fill the
financial gap in meeting technology needs of schools and organizations to help people
and families with autism live life to the fullest.

About The Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism:
The Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism (DFJFA) is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) public benefit
corporation helping families affected by autism live life to the fullest. Through programs
and partnerships, DFJF helps people with autism get access to care; lead more active
lifestyles; and grow toward adult independence. NFL Quarterback Doug Flutie and his
wife Laurie, whose personal experience raising a son on the autism spectrum inspired
their passion to help other families, established the Foundation in 1998. DFJFA primarily
serves families throughout New England, New York, New Jersey, and Central Florida. For
more information on The Doug Flutie, Jr. Foundation for Autism, visit
www.flutiefoundation.org. 

SCITUATE PUBLIC SCHOOLS RECEIVES ALLISION KELLER EDUCATION
TECHNOLOGY GRANT FROM DOUG FLUTIE, JR. FOUNDATION FOR AUTISM 
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Scituate, MA

Dear SPS families,
 
We are so excited to be able to offer COVID-19 vaccine appointments for our SHS
students that are ages 16 and over this Saturday, May 8th. 
These Scituate student dedicated appointments will be available at the Marshfield
fairgrounds, are by appointment only, and you must sign up in advance.
 
Below you will find a link for up to 200 Scituate teens between the ages of 16-18
for Saturday May 8, 2021 to get their Pfizer shot at the Marshfield Fairgrounds.
Students will need to sign up on this dedicated link for Scituate, print out and sign the
attached permission form (please bring the completed form to the appointment) and
be accompanied by a parent or guardian to get the shot on Saturday. 

A big Sailor shout out to Scituate Town Administrator James Boudreau for his
assistance in securing these appointments for any family who would like their student
vaccinated. 

Register here:
https://home.color.com/vaccine/register/marshfield?calendar=8e6793b0-8d4c-4298-
857a-d9a004a30598

Also attached is the form for those under 18 to fill in and have signed by a
parent/guardian, which must also accompany them to the site to be
vaccinated.

More information about the COVID-19 Vaccine can be found here.
COVID-19 Vaccine Frequently Asked Questions can be found here.

SHS Student Vaccination Day this Saturday, May 8th

https://home.color.com/vaccine/register/marshfield?calendar=8e6793b0-8d4c-4298-857a-d9a004a30598
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/trust-the-facts-get-the-vax
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/trust-the-facts-get-the-vax
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccine-frequently-asked-questions


Scituate Public Schools
Scituate, MA

Dear SPS Family,

You are receiving this correspondence as a member of the Scituate Public Schools
community. In our effort to continue our commitment to be fully transparent we would like
to share with you an incident that occurred at Gates Middle School. We are investigating a
situation involving a slidedeck containing inappropriate content that was collaboratively
produced by several Gates Middle School students. This slidedeck names individual
students and staff members and also includes comments about race, ethnicity, gender
identity, sexual orientation and religion. It also includes hypersexualized content and
photographs of members of our school community. At this time, it is our understanding
that the slidedeck was shared via Google Slides with specific individuals and that it has not
been publicly shared on social media platforms. There are no threats made on the
slidedeck to any individual or the school community. We continue to consult with our legal
counsel. Our School Resource Officer and the Scituate Police Department are aware of this
situation, as the school-based investigation occurs. 

Students involved with the creation of its content have been identified and will be held
accountable as deemed appropriate pending the outcome of the investigation. Students
found responsible will absorb consequences as outlined in our student handbook. 

Work to repair harm resulting from their actions will take place as well. There is no
confirmation of malice or intent to harm, however, we must appropriately address and
disrupt the actions. We love our students and any outcomes are based in love, inclusion
and trust. Your understanding and support is appreciated. 

Support and any needed safeguards for students are activated. Should you know someone
needing support with this situation, please contact your building principal. School
counselors have been alerted and remain available as well. 

When incidents like these occur, we are reminded of the significance of our ongoing efforts
to create and maintain an environment where each member of our community is
respected and valued for their individuality. During the coming weeks, we will work closely
and together with staff, students and other important stakeholders. Please anticipate being
informed of developments as we engage in next steps for our families and community; as
we work to repair and nurture our unity and support to our Gates and wider community. 

In community, Bill Burkhead, Superintendent 
Jamele Adams, Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Gates Community Statement | May 5, 2021



Scituate Public Schools
Scituate, MA

Superintendent Bill Burkhead is pleased to announce the hiring of Heidi Driscoll as the next
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and Professional Development.
Driscoll currently serves as Director of Curriculum for Southeastern Regional Vocational
Technical High School, and has served as an elementary principal, department chair, and
English teacher for the Taunton Public Schools. Ms. Driscoll currently serves on the
Department of Education’s focus group for the creation of a statewide Academic Excellence
Roadmap, and she was appointed by the Commissioner to the Board for Accountability and
Assistance Advisory Council. She also serves as a visiting lecturer in Education at
Bridgewater State University.
 
Burkhead shared his enthusiasm for the new assistant, saying, “I am thrilled to have
someone of Ms. Driscoll’s caliber joining our leadership team as we move toward our goal
of becoming the best school district in the world. She brings a wealth of experience at all
levels, is a highly respected curriculum expert statewide, and her accomplishments reflect a
leader who is able to produce results while building strong relationships. “ 
 
Ms. Driscoll said, “I can’t wait to be in Scituate and start serving the community.” She stated
that her initial focus will be on literacy and understanding the work that the system has
already put in place. “I am excited to meet the teachers, the staff, and the students and get
to work.” Driscoll resides in Raynham and is the mother of three children in 4th, 6th and
8th grade. She will be replacing Jen Arnold who is retiring at the end of the school year.
 
A hiring committee composed of administrators, teachers, students, and parents selected
Driscoll and three others from a pool of over 30 candidates as finalists. In a second round,
the four finalists each participated in a virtual forum where they fielded questions and
shared their educational experience and philosophy with interested members of the
school community, which included faculty, parents, and other stakeholders. In the third and
final round, each candidate interviewed with the Superintendent and members of the
central office administration. 
 
Superintendent Burkhead noted gratitude for the careful consideration by the search
committee in identifying top-notch candidates, and for those who attended the forum and
invested their time and thoughts for this key role.

 
SCITUATE PUBLIC SCHOOLS NAME ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 


